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Statistics for 2026 entry
Preferences

•More than 96% of pupils were offered one of 
their four preferred schools.
•Out of the 18,636 parent and carers who 
applied for a place for their child, 17,941 
received an offer from one of their preferred 
schools.
•The number of Kent pupils offered a place at 
their first-preference school is 14,715 and 
this year 304 more children were offered one 
of their preferences, compared to last year.
•79% of children were offered their first-
preference school.



Key Information and Dates for 

Parents
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Secondary Common Application Form 

(SCAF)

As in previous years LA are actively promoting the Online Admission 
Website (www.kent.gov.uk/ola) and ask primary schools to continue to 
encourage parents to apply online. 

Parents must fill in their home authority’s online application. 

Kent parents are invited to express up to four preferences in priority order.  
Putting down one school only will not improve the chance of getting a 
place. 

Place your choice of schools in your order of preference. 

If you have previously registered your child online to complete Kent test , 
log on with the same details and resubmit your form.

http://www.kent.gov.uk/ola


Supplementary Information Forms

Academies/VA/Foundation Schools can require parents to provide 
additional information (on a supplementary form) but only where 
this is necessary to apply their oversubscription criteria (e.g. 
religious affiliation or specialism).

Those schools requiring a supplementary form are clearly identified 
in the booklet and on the information form. The form should be 
obtained from and returned to that school.

Changing Preferences

Once parents have made their preferences, local authorities will not 

allow them to be changed without a genuine reason for doing so –

for example, if the family has recently moved address 



Verifying Addresses

• Parents must provide proof.

• Important as Appeals panel will seek confirmation that all 
offers were made correctly

• Examples include utility bills, bank or credit card 
statements with personal financial details blacked out, 
Council Tax bill, a bank statement of a savings account 
in the child’s name, child tax and working tax credit letter 
(TC602), child’s medical card or a letter from a medical 
centre, hospital GP surgery (any formal document that 
would prove you were living at your address at the time 
of application.)



Verifying Addresses

• Documents should not be more than three months old 

• Should show residence at closing date not application 
date

• Ensure that you keep notes of any conversations that 
you may have with parents regarding the evidence 



Verifying Addresses

• The home address for a child is considered to be a residential property that 

is the child’s only or main residence and not an address at which the child 

may stay during the week such as a friend’s, grandparent’s or childminder's

home 

• It must be:
• owned by the child’s parent, parents or guardian OR

• leased or rented by the child’s parent, parents or guardian under a lease or written rental 

agreement OR

• a property that the applicant has exchanged contracts on or have a lease/rental agreement 

for by 31st October  2025, the deadline for completing the SCAF

• If applicants have exchanged contracts or have a rental agreement after 

they submitted their application, they can advise Admissions and provide 

us with the appropriate documentation. 



Allocating Places

The LA operates an “Equal Preference” scheme. 

The LA tells schools who has applied for places, not whether they were named 
first, second, third or fourth, and the schools place their applicants in a rank 
order based on their oversubscription criteria. 

All applicants must be ranked, even if the school is very 
oversubscribed or undersubscribed. 

The published criteria determine which children can be offered places.

The order in which a parent named the schools on the SCAF only matters if 
more than one of the schools could offer a place. In that case, the LA looks 
back at the original order and offers a place at whichever of them the parent 
named highest on the form.



Distances
For Community and Voluntary Controlled schools, distances will be 

measured in a straight line using Ordnance Survey address point 
data.

Kent’s software measures distances from a defined point within the 
child’s home to a defined point within the school as specified by 
Ordnance Survey. 

The LA’s straight line measurements are provided to all schools, but 
some VA/Foundation schools use different means of measurement. 
These will be stated in their oversubscription criteria. Where schools 
use an alternative means of measurement they should contact the 
Admissions Scheme Co-ordination Team.

If a school has not published how it will measure distance, the LA’s 
measurements are to be used.



Brothers and sisters

Where the term ‘brother’ or ‘sister’ is used in the oversubscription 

criteria, it means children who live as a brother or sister in the same 

house, including natural brothers or sisters, adopted siblings, 

stepbrothers or sisters and foster brothers or sisters.



Transport

As a general rule, your child will only get 

free home to school transport if the 

secondary school they will be attending is:

The “nearest appropriate school” for 

transport purposes

Is more than three miles from home using 

the shortest walking route.



Additional statutory entitlements to free home school transport for children entitled 

to free school meals or one of these benefits:

Income support

Income based jobseekers allowance

Child tax credit (details in booklet)

Maximum level of Working tax credit

Guaranteed element of State Pension Credit

Income related Employment and Support Allowance

Can apply on the above basis if:

Child attends one of the three nearest schools to their home and it is between 2 

and 6 miles from their home

Or

The school has been selected on the basis of the parent’s stated religion or belief 

and is the nearest school of that type to the child’s home and is between 2 and 15 

miles from the home.





Where can I get advice?

Contact the school office for an appointment

Ring the secondary admissions team on 

03000 41 21 21 during office hours

E-mail kent.admissions@kent.gov.uk


